


WELCOME

Dear Parents and Friends
Welcome to our School family.

“If we want to do better for our students, we have to immerse ourselves in new learning opportunities to
understand how we create the necessary changes. We rarely create something different until we experience
something different.”

George Couros - The Innovator’s Mindset

Education at St Aidan’s aims to provide each girl with the opportunity to innovate, to create something new
and different. In our world today and in the future, we need young people who are confident and have the
skills to communicate and work together.

Together with our staff, | look forward to sharing the educational
journey of your daughter with you as we endeavour to provide an
educational environment in which she can think differently and
where she can experience innovation, the learning in which
creativity comes to life.

This positive partnership between family, home and school is
highlighted in educational literature to be a crucial one in student
achievement and school effectiveness.

Thank you for choosing St Aidan's Anglican Girls’ School as the
school for your daughter or Kindy son.

M gosrns
Ms Toni Riordan
B. Ed, M.Ed Le, MACEL, MACE, GAICD
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About St Aidan’s

St Aidan's is an Anglican girls' school owned and operated by the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent.
We are a Kindy to Year 12, day school with approximately 1055 students.

Our Mission

St Aidan’s strives to provide excellence in education in a caring, friendly environment, where each individual,
nurtured and shaped by the values of the Christian Faith, has the opportunity to achieve her full potential and
to develop a passion for life and for learning.

Our Vision

St Aidan’s nurtures students’ personal aspirations within a vibrant learner-centred community.

Our Motto

Per Vola Sunata (Born to Fly Upwards). We believe that a St Aidan’s education empowers and enables girls
and women to successfully reach their full potential.

Our Intent

Our focus is to develop and promote authentic, caring, confident, creative and connected women who value
reason, imagination, truth, compassion and responsibility.
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Our Strategic Direction

1. Educational Excellence
St Aidan’s provides excellent education based on balance, rigour and challenge.

2. Living Faith
St Aidan’s creates an environment where students and staff reflect the School’s Values and Mission,
expressing the Christian faith and the Anglican Ethos.

3. Connecting Community
St Aidan’s aims to promote a sense of community and belonging and the legacy and future
contributions of the Alumni and the endeavours of the Parent and Friends’ Association, the
Foundation and School Council.

4. Nurturing Environment
St Aidan’s is committed to providing an extensive range of extra-curricular programs, designed to
encourage students to develop a sense of achievement and pride in their efforts.

5. Inspiring Professionals
St Aidan’s endeavours to employ the highest quality teaching and support staff through ensuring best
practices in our recruitment, selection, employment and retention of staff.

Strategic
Direction

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls' School

Pl it

History = Society of the Sacred Advent

On 9 December 1892, Sister Caroline Amy arrived in Brisbane to begin the work of the Society of the Sacred
Advent (SSA). She had come from Clewer, in England, from the Community of St John the Baptist, and had
answered a plea for assistance from the Vicar of St John’s Pro-Cathedral in Brisbane, the Reverend Stone-
Wigg. He had requested someone to come to Australia to establish a Religious Order for Women here in
Brisbane. Sister Caroline Amy’s dedication and faithfulness saw the Community quickly grow and a strong
ministry focussing on the needs of women and children establish itself and develop. In 1906, Mother Emma
took over as the Superior, a position she served in until her death in 1939. Since its inception, the SSA has
been responsible for the establishment and nurturing of several schools and children’s homes throughout
Queensland. Today, we are fortunate enough to be able to have on-going contact with the Sisters.

The ethos and ministry of the SSA is firmly based on the ministry of St John the Baptist (their Patron Saint) -
‘to prepare a place for God in their own hearts and minds, and in the world in which they live’. We, at St
Aidan’s, being firmly established with the same ethos, see our focus as ‘preparing a place for God in our own
hearts and minds, within our school community, and in the world in which we live’.
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This undergirds all that we are and all that we do, including our pastoral care, our educational program, and
our emphasis on community service.

St Aidan of Lindisfarne (600 - 651 AD) is our Patron saint and is viewed as a central role model for us as a
school community. His spirituality pervades our culture and is reflected in our commitment to nurturing
spiritual growth and support amongst the girls. A key fellowship group at St Aidan’s is Anam Cara, which is
Celtic for ‘Soul Friend'.

St Aidan was a Celtic monk and bishop, who travelled from lona to Northumbria to assist King Oswald in
teaching the locals about the Christian faith. He was a widely respected and beloved man, fondly regarded by
those who knew him, and remembered for his commitment to sharing his faith in a gentle and non-threatening
way. A contemplative by nature, St Aidan believed that to do something well required time. He preferred to
travel by foot, in order to converse with those he encountered along the way. His love for God’s creation was
renowned and his care for people exemplary. He was committed to education and to studying God’s word and
devoted much of his life to prayer and silence.

St Aidan’s Houses

Austen (Red) = The Utmost for the Highest

(1935) Named after Jane Austen (Author).

Barrett (Pink) = Upright in all things

(1970) Named after Helen Barrett. She was a School Captain and daughter of The Reverend William Barrett,
one of the church leaders responsible for the establishment of St Aidan’s. Helen was a missionary in the
Solomon Islands for many years.

Bronte (Yellow) = Through Trials to Triumph

(1929) Named after writers Charlotte and Emily Bronte.

Cavell (Blue) = Love Conquers All

(1929) Edith Cavell nursed soldiers of both Allied and German Armies during the First World War.

Hartland (Purple) = Faithful Unto Death

(1967) Named after Christine Hartland, the first Headmistress of the School.

Nightingale (Green) = Deeds not Words

(1929) Florence Nightingale, generally credited with the establishment of nursing as an honourable profession
for women, nursed soldiers during the Crimean War (1854-56).

School War Cry = The ‘Charma’

Charma, Charma, Wongalee
Moggidor, Moggidor, Inyartee
Yarla womba crartel arrown
St Aidan’s! St Aidan’s!

Brown! White! Brown!
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Religious and Values Education

The mission statement of St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School unashamedly acknowledges that our priorities as a
school are to nurture excellence in education, a caring and friendly environment and the education of girls in
Christian values. The RVE program is designed to offer opportunities for students to reflect on the crucial
questions of life; those of existence and meaning and our relationship to God, other people, the rest of creation
and ourselves. It is also an academic subject that challenges students to develop and strengthen their skills
of research, reflection, evaluation and communication. The Subject of RVE is a core subject that all students
must study at each year level. It follows a framework of the four key elements of a solidly Anglican approach
to RVE - Scripture, Tradition and Reason, and Experience with our own unique emphases and flavour.
Throughout the curriculum, we reflect on how the Christian faith informs such areas as morals, values,
relationships, sexuality, family and social justice, and drug and alcohol education, in accordance with the
developmental stage of the students.

Liturgy

As an Anglican school, founded on the ethos of the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent, we worship
together regularly as a school community. The School Chaplain leads services during the year for various
student groups, on a rotating basis. Family Services for Year Level and Cultural and Sporting groups are on
weeknights throughout the year. Major festivals, such as Holy Week/Easter and St Aidan’s Day are celebrated
with a whole-school Eucharist (Holy Communion service).
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Spiritual Guidance

The education offered at St Aidan’s is holistic in nature. It reflects our understanding of ourselves as existing
and relating on many levels. One of these is our spirit. Spiritual awareness and development is undertaken
in many and varied ways, including ‘Quiet Days’, led by the Chaplain, and offered to staff, students and other
members of the school community throughout the year.

Sacraments (and Pastoral Services)

Part of our ministry as an Anglican community is to provide for the sacramental needs of students, staff and
families. Admission to Holy Communion, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Confession, Anointing (and
funerals) are all available, as appropriate. Year 5 students are prepared in RVE classes for Admission to Holy
Communion and then given the opportunity to come forward at a special service - if they (and their parents) so
choose - to be initiated. Confirmation classes are held each year, usually for those in Year 9 or above.

Links to Wider Church

Our Chaplain maintains our links with the wider Church. As a school faith community, we are closely connected
with and offer financial and practical support to the work of the Anglican Diocese of Brisbane and many
Anglican Missionary agencies on local, state, national and international levels.

Angelus

The ringing of the Angelus Bell is a valued tradition of St Aidan’s and follows the practice of the Sisters of the
Society of the Sacred Advent. The origins of this tradition are somewhat obscure, but it seems clear that they
are rooted in monastic prayers of the hours. It was the practice in medieval Europe that the village church
bells would ring to signal the time for the Angelus prayer to be said. Workers in the field would pause and
pray, remembering the announcement to Mary by the angel Gabriel that she would be the mother of Jesus.
The ringing of the Angelus at St Aidan’s today is a daily reminder of the miraculous reality of God entering into
our human experience and becoming a human being in the person of Jesus. When the bell is rung at 11.30am,
the students stand in class and remain silent or offer their own prayer. The Angelus takes the form of 3 tolls,
silence, 3 tolls, silence, 3 tolls, silence, then 9 tolls. We consider it a privilege to be able to share in this ancient
tradition and to link ourselves to the Sisters each day in this special way.

St Aidan’s Prayer

0 God, in your wisdom you sent blessed Saint Aidan to proclaim your holiness and truth throughout that ancient
land.

Graciously grant to us your children such love that we may work in this land with the same enthusiasm and
courage, to uphold forever the faith which he taught, to the honour of your holy name.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Grace

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of our God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, this
day and for evermore. Amen
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School Hymn

Praise the Father, Son and Spirit
Praise Him in His love and might,

Who through Aidan brought our fathers
Out of darkness into light.

‘Twas the one Faith of the one Lord,
Which St Aidan brought of old
Centuries have wrought their changes,
But unchanged that Faith we hold.

Once in England’s heathen darkness,
Vice and bloodshed held their sway,

‘Til at length our own St Aidan

Came and taught the heavenly way.
Through that land he spread glad tidings,
Told them of the Saviour dear,

Taught them truths by God revealed,
Made them feel that heaven was near.

Not with words of human wisdom,
But with power from heaven above,
Heathen hearts he turned to Jesus
By his life of faith and love.

Praise our God who raised St Aidan
England’s great apostle he,

He was sent to sow that good seed,
Which has grown a mighty tree.

Lord, whose strength is shown in weakness
Let that strength in us appear,

With the zeal that fired St Aidan

Bless St Aidan’s children here.

‘Twas the one Faith of the one Lord,

Which St Aidan brought of old

Centuries have wrought their changes,

But unchanged that Faith we hold.
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School Hours

Students who are not in rehearsals, meetings or tutorials, as a general rule, should not be at School before
8.00am or after 4.00pm in the Senior School or 3.40pm in the Junior School. In the Junior School, students
not collected by 3.40pm are taken to Outside School Hours Care (OSHC).

If students arrive before the scheduled 8.00am, without being in one of the exempt categories, then the School
will not accept any liability for injury that may arise to the student.

Students should arrive no later than 8.15am and must be prepared for Pastoral Care by 8.25am. Students
arriving after 8.30am must sign the late register located in the Student Services office for Years 7 - 12 or the
Junior School Reception for Prep - Year 6.
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Lesson Times

Monday - Thursday

Friday

Pastoral Care 8.30am - 8.50am -

Period 1A 8.50am - 9.30am 8.30am - 9.10am
Period 1B 9.30am - 10.10am 9.10am - 9.50am
Morning Tea 10.10am - 10.35am 9.50am - 10.15am

10.15am - 10.55am
Period 2A 10.3bam - 11 15am Junior School SOAR
Senior School SOAR
10.56bam - 11 35am
Period 2B 11 1bam - 11 5bam Junior School Assembly
Senior School SOAR
Period 3A " oo e/ 11.40am - 12.20pm
Period 38 Tuesany e soncl ssemey | 12:20pm = 1.00pm
Lunch 1.15pm - 2.00pm 1.00pm - 1L.45pm
Period 4A 2.00pm - 2.40pm 1.45pm - 2.25pm
Period 4B 2.40pm - 3.20pm 2.25pm - 3.05pm
Kindy - Year 1 3.00pm 2 4bpm
';::' Year 2 - Year 3 3.10pm 2 55pm
Year 4 - Year 12 3.20pm 3.0bpm

School Attendance

Regular and full attendance at school is essential for success in our in-school program. Not only do students
benefit from continuity and practice in academic areas, but social interactions are forged and nurtured by daily
interactions at school. From time to time parents request leave from school for their daughters to travel to
family events and/or take advantage of off-peak family holidays. While these may be a family priority, it must
be noted that time in class on task contributes significantly to student outcomes and achievement. Parents
are requested to be mindful of this as vacations are planned. St Aidan’s has a school attendance policy which
reflects the school’s intent and recognises the legal obligations and requirements of schools and families to
ensure girls are in attendance.

This policy strives to support girls as they move through school in order to achieve the best possible personal
and academic outcomes.
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Absence from School

The school will be using Parent Lounge as this provides written notification of absences, which is essential in
assisting us to track students who are absent and how long they will be absent from school. A reminder, only
parents and caregivers are able to submit an absence.

Parent Lounge can be accessed via Aidan’s Central and the St Aidan’s App (bottom left corner icon).

Late Arrival / Early Departure - Junior School

Late arrival must be registered through the App and/or by emailing Reception/Teacher.

If your child has an early departure, please continue to go into Junior School Reception to sign them out.

Late Arrival / Early Departure - Senior School

Late arrival must be registered through the App. If for some reason the App is unavailable, please email
Student Services.

If your child has an early departure, please continue to email Student Services. The student must sign out via
Student Services in the Senior School. Students will not be permitted to leave without consent being given by
parents/guardians.

Note - Years 10, 11 and 12 students - if assessment is missed through iliness, a medical certificate must be
provided (please check under Assessment Policy).

Absence for Appointments

Wherever possible, students are expected to make appointments outside school hours. Leave may be given if
a written request is made with two days’ notice. In all cases, assessment has priority over specialist
appointments.

Page 12 St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School


mailto:studentservices@staidans.qld.edu.au

lliness During the Day

Senior School students should report to Student Services if they are feeling unwell. Students will be allowed
to remain in Student Services for one lesson; then, they will either return to class or if remaining unwell, parents
will be contacted to make arrangements for their daughters to return home.

Class teachers will direct Junior School students to the Junior School Reception if girls are unwell. Parents will
be notified if students are unable to return to class.

Students are not to contact parents directly and all contact is to be through Student Services/Junior School
Reception.

Absence at the Beginning or End of Any Term or Extended Absences During Term

The Principal has the sole authority to grant leave for absences at these times. Such leave will be granted only
in cases of exceptional need. She should be advised in writing of the circumstances at the earliest possible
time so that a considered decision can be made. A medical certificate must be provided if a student is absent
through iliness at these times.

Please note, it is unreasonable to expect teachers to provide work to students who choose to be absent during
school time. An example of this may be leaving term early to travel overseas. It is impossible to replicate the
learning experiences the student has opted to miss. On their return to school, students are to complete all
assessment tasks whether or not they have had the opportunity to complete the work. If a student misses an
assessment date and completes it at a later date, then these results may be treated as atypical.

Collection of Students after School or From a School Function

The safety of students is a priority for both parents and teachers. The following arrangements are designed to
ensure the safety of individual students of the Senior and Junior Schools waiting to be collected after the close
of normal school hours.

The approved waiting area after 4.00pm for Senior School students is the Old Girls’ Gates located outside the
CHC.

Students are not to wait in any other areas after 4.00pm. Students of the Junior School should be collected
by 3.40pm. Students not collected by these times or following sports practices, will be directed to the After
School Care room from where they may be collected. Care of children in the After School Care room attracts
user fees. Students and parents are requested to co-operate with these arrangements.

It is expected that parents will be on time when picking up their daughters after practices and training.

Parental Absence

When parents are absent interstate or overseas, we require that the School be notified in advance in writing
of all contact details for parents and for the adults responsible for the students until the parents return.
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Accidents and Injuries

Any accident which occurs or any injury which is sustained in the course of any school-related activity must be
reported immediately to the supervising teacher or coach.

School Student Accident Insurance

The policy has been designed to protect students Worldwide for 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, against Injury
(as defined by the policy). To view the specific policy, please visit the school website or select the link below:
Student Accident Form and Information link.

Medication
Administration of Medication

Students are not to have medication at school or at a school organised activity (e.g. camp) without office staff
knowledge. Only teachers and office staff may administer medication, unless the parent is willing to come to
school to do so. This is required by Workplace, Health and Safety Standards.

Prescribed medication must clearly state (on the container given by the pharmacist) the student’s name,
dosage and times for dosage. It should be brought to the school in such a container. A declaration for
medication to be given at school must be completed by a parent uploaded via Parent Lounge. Strict records
of administered medication are kept.

Medication sent with a student will not be administered unless the parent’s declaration is also completed. All
medication should be handed in at the Junior School Reception or Student Services on arrival at school. School
personnel are not permitted to provide or administer analgesics such as Panadol, Panadeine and the like
(unless prescribed within the above guidelines).

Exceptions to the above guidelines are asthma puffers (such as Ventolin) and epi pens, which MAY be kept by
the student.

Students with conditions requiring a management plan e.g. use of epi pen, should consult with the Pastoral
Care Leader and Student Services or Junior School Reception.
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Common Local Diseases Affecting Pupil’s Skin, Hair and Eyes

Condition

Period of Exclusion for sufferer

Contact

Conjunctivitis
(acute infection)

Exclude until discharge from eyes has
ceased.

Do not exclude

Impetigo
(school sores)

Exclude until sores have fully healed. The
pupil may be allowed to return provided that
appropriate treatment is being applied and

Do not exclude

sores on exposed surfaces such as scalp,
face, hands or legs are properly covered
with occlusive dressing.

Ringworm, Do not exclude

scabies, headlice

Re-admit when appropriate treatment has
commenced.

COoVID-19
Influenza or flu like | Exclude until fully recovered
symptoms
COVID-19 Exclude until full recovered or, if a COVID-

Symptoms may
include: fever,
coughing, sore
throat, fatigue,
shortness or
breath.

19 test has been taken, until a negative
result has been returned.

Head Lice

If there is a reported case of a student in your daughter’s class with head lice, all students will receive a notice,
advising to that effect. Please check your daughter’s scalp. There are various treatments recommended by the
School Health Services and most are readily available from Pharmacies. After treatment, repeated combing is
necessary to remove all eggs.

Page 15 St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School



General Infectious Diseases

Condition

Period of Exclusion For Sufferer

Contact

Chicken Pox

May return to school 6 days after the
appearance of the rash unless heavily
scabbed.

Do not exclude.

Glandular Fever

Symptoms will preclude attendance in
acute phase.

Pupil should return on doctor’s advice.

Do not exclude.

Measles Exclude for at least 7 days from the Do not exclude.
appearance of the rash or until a medical All children should be immunised
certificate of recovery is produced. against measles before entry unless
they have had the disease.
Mumps Exclude until fully recovered. Do not exclude.

Rubella (German
Measles)

Exclude until fully recovered.

Do not exclude.

Whooping Cough

Exclude the child for 4 days after starting
antibiotic treatment.

Exclude unimmunised household
contacts aged less than 7 years for
14 days after the last exposure to
infection or until they have received
5 days of a 14-day course of
antibiotics

Household contacts aged less than 7
years.
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Outside School Hours Care

St Aidan's Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) offers high quality before and after school care as well as a
vacation care program. We provide a wide variety of activities over the term, including special themed days,
drama, sport, art and craft, music, dance, indoor and outdoor activities, cooking, science and much more.
During our vacation care program, we go on excursions and have days full of fun and excitement. The program
caters to children's age, development needs, skills and interests with a commitment of inclusion for all
children. Our activity program reflects and values the importance of play in middle childhood. Activities are
provided to support children's social, emotional and life skill development. Children are encouraged to grow
and develop in a safe, compassionate and supportive environment where co-operation, friendship and mutual
respect is encouraged. Opportunities for children to complete homework are provided.

Important Information for Kindergarten Parents

St Aidan’s OSHC is approved to provide education and care primarily to children over preschool age. At least
60% of children being provided education and care at the service must be over preschool age.

This condition above is applied to the before school, after school and vacation care programs. As a result, St
Aidan’s OSHC is unable to provide before school care to kindergarten students due to the low number of school
aged students enrolled. A limited number of places for kindergarten students at after school care and vacation
care are available however we recommend contacting the OSHC Coordinator to discuss availability by emailing
oshc@staidans.qgld.edu.au.

Staff

The St Aidan's OSHC team are childcare professionals who support and respect the uniqueness and
individuality of children and families. The day to day operations of the OSHC service is managed by OSHC Co-
ordinator, Palu Ingram. All OSHC staff are trained annually in CPR, First Aid, Asthma and Anaphylaxis and hold
a Suitability (Blue) Card.

For hours, fees and bookings, please click here.

Morning and Afternoon Bus Service

The School operates three bus runs through Belbaker Bus Charters exclusively for St Aidan’s students and
staff. The service is operated morning and afternoon (school days only).

All Belbaker buses feature air-conditioning and 3-point seatbelts. The Belbaker fleet is constantly maintained
and cleaned to a high standard. We are able to track the progress of the coaches through GPS tracking, security
cameras and communication tools, ensuring students arrive safely and on time.

From January 2024, the service cost is $4.80 each way for all bus routes (subject to an annual price increase).
Payment for the bus service is made using your child’s student card. Parents will need to set up a Flexischools
account (www.flexischools.com.au) and link their child’s student card to the account and top up funds. We
suggest using the auto top up function so your daughter is never left without funds on her card.

St Aidan’s Bus Route and Timetable

The most up to date bus timetable can be found on the St Aidan’s website: School Bus Transport - St Aidan's
Anglican Girls' School (staidans.qgld.edu.au)

Bus stops are regularly reviewed to ensure we are able to transport as many of our students as possible.
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PART 4 = GENERAL INFORMATION

Telephone Contacts

School Reception (07) 3373 5999
Junior School Reception (07) 33735944

School Fees

The School has four (4) terms in the academic year. Fee statements are issued each term for Kindy to Year
11. The Year 12 tuition fees will have three accounting periods in the academic year (January, April and July).

Details of the fees and other charges and levies are specified in the Current Fee Schedule which can be located
on the School website. Fees can be paid online by selecting the Online Fees Payment option of the Members
menu from the School website.

Annual School Camp/Conference Program Years P - 11 (Compulsory)

One annual school camp/conference for Years P - 11 is an integral part of the school curriculum. As an all-
inclusive fee school, the costs associated with school camps/conference programs are incorporated in the
tuition fees.

Withdrawal of a Student

Parents are required to give one term’s notice in writing prior to the withdrawal of a student otherwise a term’s
fees will be payable in lieu of notice. If the required notice period is not given the enrolment deposit will be
forfeited.

St Aidan’s Foundation Building Fund (Voluntary)

All parents are asked to contribute voluntarily to the building fund. These donations are tax deductible and
are used to fund Capital Works. If you would like to make a further donation, the Foundation menu on the
School website has the option to “Make a Donation”.

Textbook Hire - Years 7 - 12 Only

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School operates a textbook and resource program for all senior school students. This
program is funded by the Queensland Department of Education and is designed to provide the required
educational resources to all students from Year 7 - 12.

Textbooks and other required resources are issued throughout the school year in accordance with the
Queensland Curriculum and St Aidan’s teaching faculties. They are distributed from the Text Hire Office located
in The Link. Each textbook has an individual barcode that will be recorded against each student identification
number at the time of borrowing. Our program ensures accurate recording of all issued and returned resources.
It is an expectation that each student will be responsible for their textbooks, and ensure they are kept in good
condition for the duration of the hire. Any Text Hire books and scientific calculators that are lost are to be paid
for at the replacement cost.

For text hire opening hours, please click here.
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Lost Textbooks

Any Text Hire books that are lost are to be paid for by students at replacement cost (including GST). This also
applies to CDs and scientific calculators.

Libraries

Literacy is a high priority at St Aidan’s and the Libraries cater for students’ varied reading requirements and
interests. The collection is constantly culled and upgraded to ensure that students have access to recent,
reliable information and to good fiction and biographies. The library is integral to the academic program in the
school. Students are taught to become lifelong learners, confident of meeting their information needs
throughout their lives. They are encouraged to read widely both for study and for enjoyment.

The library staff aim to remove barriers and to create a welcoming environment. Library staff work closely with
teachers to ensure that students develop appropriate research skills and can access relevant information.

There are printing and photocopying facilities available in the library. Black and white or colour printing is
available via the student swipe card.

Visitors are welcome throughout the year and an open invitation exists for Old Girls and parents to visit at any
time. Visitors must sign in through the relevant school reception.

Opening Hours

Senior School Library Junior Library
7.30am - 5.00pm Monday - Thursday 8.00am and during lunch times and for a short
7.30am - 4.00pm Friday time after school, if required.

Aidan’s Place

Aidan’s Place is open daily during term time and sells nutritious, freshly prepared food for breakfast, morning
tea and lunch.

Junior School morning tea and lunch orders must be made online via Flexischools.

Aidan’s Place is cashless. Student cards linked to Flexischools or a debit card are the only payment
methods available.

The 02 Cafe in Aidan’s Place is open daily during term time and sells coffee, tea, milkshakes and hot
chocolates. Cookies and daily baked treats are also available.

Students are unable to purchase items during lesson times.

Operating hours are 7.30am to 2.00pm. Aidan’s Place menus are located on Aidan’s Central.
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PART 5 = INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Acceptable Use of Information Technology

St Aidan's provides extensive computer resources for staff and students. The School's intention is to make
Internet access available to further educational goals and objectives. However, students may find ways to
access other materials as well. Families should be aware that some material accessible via the Internet may
contain items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or potentially offensive. The school employs Internet
Filtering to protect staff and students as much as possible whilst at school.

Online Communication Services: Acceptable Usage for Students

1. Objectives - Policy statement

1.1

1.2

1.3

The internet provides an opportunity to enhance students’ learning experiences by providing
access to vast amounts of information across the globe. Online communication links students
to provide a collaborative learning environment and is intended to assist with learning
outcomes. Today’s students are exposed to online communication tools and the internet in
their community.

Use of the internet and online communication services provided by the School is intended for
research and learning and communication between students and staff. Access to internet and
online communication tools at school will assist students to develop the information and
communication literacy necessary to use the internet effectively and appropriately.

Responsible use of the services by students, with guidance from teaching staff, will provide a
secure and safe learning environment.

Students using internet and online communication services have the responsibility to report
inappropriate behaviour and material to their parents/carers/teachers.

Students who use the internet and online communication services provided by the School must
abide by the School’s conditions of acceptable usage.

Students should be aware that a breach of this policy may result in disciplinary action in line
with the school’s discipline policy.

2. Audience and applicability

2.1  This policy applies to all school students who access internet and online communication
services within the St Aidan’s School network or via the School’s network from any external
location.

3. Responsibilities and delegations

3.1 Access and Security

3.1.1 Students will:

e not bring devices to use at school which bypass the internal control systems
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3.2

not disable settings for virus protection, spam and filtering that have been applied as a
school standard.

ensure that communication through internet and online communication services is related
to learning.

keep passwords confidential, and change them when prompted, or when known by another
user.

use passwords that are not obvious or easily guessed.

never allow others to use their personal e-learning account.

promptly tell their supervising teacher if they suspect they have received a computer virus
or spam (i.e. unsolicited email) or if they receive a message that is inappropriate or makes
them feel uncomfortable.

seek advice if another user seeks excessive personal information, asks to be telephoned,
offers gifts by email or wants to meet a student.

never knowingly initiate or forward emails or other messages containing:

- amessage that was sent to them in confidence.

- acomputer virus or attachment that is capable of damaging recipients’ computers.

- chain letters and hoax emails.

- spam, e.g. unsolicited advertising material.

never send or publish:

- unacceptable or unlawful material or remarks, including offensive, abusive or
discriminatory comments.

- threatening, bullying or harassing another person or making excessive or
unreasonable demands upon another person.

- sexually explicit or sexually suggestive material or correspondence.
-  false or defamatory information about a person or organisation.

ensure that personal use is kept to a minimum and internet and online communication
services are generally used for genuine curriculum and educational activities. Use of
unauthorised programs and intentionally downloading unauthorised software, graphics,
videos or music that is not associated with learning, is not permitted.

never damage or disable computers, computer systems or networks of the School.

ensure that services are not used for unauthorised commercial activities, political lobbying,
online gambling or any unlawful purpose.

be aware that all use of internet and online communication services can be audited and
traced to the accounts of specific users.

Privacy and Confidentiality

3.2.1 Students will:

3.3

never publish or disclose the email address of a staff member or student without that
person's explicit permission.

not reveal personal information including, addresses, photographs, credit card details and
telephone numbers of themselves or others.

ensure privacy and confidentiality is maintained by not disclosing or using any information
in a way that is contrary to any individual's interests.

Intellectual Property and Copyright

3.3.1 Students will:

never plagiarise information and will observe appropriate copyright clearance, including
acknowledging the author or source of any information used.

ensure that permission is gained before electronically publishing users’ works or
drawings. Always acknowledge the creator or author of any material published.
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e ensure any material published on the internet or intranet has the approval of the Principal
or their delegate and has appropriate copyright clearance.

3.4  Misuse and Breaches of Acceptable Usage

3.4.1 Students will be aware that:

o they are held responsible for their actions while using internet and online communication
services.

e they are held responsible for any breaches caused by them allowing any other person to
use their e-learning account to access internet and online communication services.

e the misuse of internet and online communication services may result in disciplinary action
which includes, but is not limited to, the withdrawal of access to services.

4. Monitoring, evaluation and reporting requirements

4.1  Students will report:
e any internet site accessed that is considered inappropriate
e any suspected technical security breach involving users from outside the School

4.2  Monitoring of communications

4.2.1 Students understand:
e that authorised staff of the school are able to track and view communications including
content of email messages, chat sessions and other forms of electronic communications
as required.

If students act in direct violation to the accepted use policy at any time, the consequences may include
detention, loss of privilege in the use of computer facilities for a specific period of time or, in extreme
circumstances, expulsion from the school.
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Laptop Policy

The school’s laptop policy can be located on Aidan’s Central.

Information Services for Parents and Guardians

St Aidan’s provides Formation support for parents; available from the St Aidan’s website
(http://www.staidans.qld.edu.au) as well as from Aidan’s Central (link provided from school website).
Parent Information can be found in the below areas:

Aidan’s Central

The content found on Aidan’s Central for parents and guardians includes links to and access for:

. NewsFeed Items

° Parent Lounge

° Learning Analytics

. General Information and Policies
. Senior and Junior Sports

. Music

. Extra-Curricular

. Flexischools

Requests for login details to Aidan’s Central for parents should be sent to itsupport@staidans.gld.edu.au.

Parent Lounge (accessed via Aidan’s Central)

Parent Lounge houses specific information relating to your daughter(s), such as:

e General Student Details

e Parent details

e Address details

e Emergency contacts

e Attendance details

e Combined results and comments - on-line reports
e lliness details

e Immunisation details

e Events and Payments

e Medical details and notes
e Student Timetable

If parents/guardians detect anything within Parent Lounge that is incorrect, they should contact the school
immediately to have the information corrected.
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PART 6 = UNIFORM

Uniform Shop

Telephone: 3373 5956
Email: uniformshop@staidans.gld.edu.au
Ol
Opening Hours
Monday 7.30am - 2.30pm .
Tuesday 7.30am - 11.00am Uniform Sh°p
Wednesday 7.30am - 11.00am
Thursday 7.30am - 11.00am
Friday 7.30am - 2.30pm

Please note that extending trading hours will be in place during peak periods such as back to school and
this information will be communicated on Aidan’s Central and our website.

The school uniform is the navy blue, short sleeved, drop waisted dress with back zipper. The dress is worn
with a brown shoelace and a white detachable collar. It is worn mid-knee to mid-calf length. Laces are laced
to the top and tied in a bow.

Uniforms are to be clean, pressed and in good repair. All articles of clothing are to be named. Students
should wear their uniform correctly and with pride.

Students wear the blue uniform, complete with school hat, brown shoes and brown school socks or tights,
when travelling to or from school or appearing in public.
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PE UNIFORM
(AKA BROWNS)

e  Skirt
e Blue Shirt (Senior School), brown
shirt or Year 7 shirt (Junior School)

o Joggers
e  White socks with St Aidan’s band
(not ankle)

e Jumper/Blazer or Tracksuit top
e In winter only, tracksuit pants may
be substituted for the skirt

May be worn during the day if training is
before and after school and if students
have PE during the day. Students who
have this option must not come to school
or leave school via public transport or by
foot. Junior School students may wear
Browns if training is before and/or after
school.

Blues must be worn to Tuesday
assembly, special assemblies and
services.

If wearing Browns at school, students
must wear brown shoes and white socks
with St Aidan’s band (not stockings and
not ankle socks). White socks and
joggers may be worn to school on
Interhouse sports days.

Blazer

SCHOOL UNIFORM
(AKA BLUES)

Blue dress
Collar
Brown shoes
Brown stockings or socks
Badges - School and
House
Panama Hat
Blazer or woollen jumper
only

Meant to be worn every day

(exceptions noted with
Browns).
If students do not have

training but they do have PE,
they must change in and out of
the Browns back into the
Blues in the closest break
time.

The only exception is Junior
School students.

If students have training before
school and no PE they must
change into Blues before
school. If students have
training after school they may
change into Browns (skirt and
blue shirt) at lunch.

(During winter only, the school
scarf with the school crest,
available from the Uniform
shop, may be worn.)

TRAINING ONLY

Every other item:

e Training Jacket (navy)
Shorts (microfibre)

Zooties

Hoodies (aka windcheater)
Joggers

May only be worn at training
and not at school during the
day.

St Aidan’s blazers are navy wool with two lower pockets plus a breast pocket embroidered with the school
crest. They are fully lined and trimmed with brown braid and available for all years. Blazers are compulsory

for students in Years 10 - 12, in 2024. Blazers may be worn over any uniform, school jumper, or school
tracksuit pants. Dress and shirt collars are worn under the blazer.

Jumper

Only St Aidan’s School jumpers are acceptable. They are navy blue, v-necked with brown and white stripes
on the neck and cuffs. Jumpers may be worn alone over any uniform or under the blazer or tracksuit top.

Dress and shirt collars are worn out.
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Formal White Uniform

The white uniform is worn at formal school events, It is worn mid-knee to calf length with sheer stockings
and brown school shoes. The School badge is pinned in the centre of the front V-neck and the House badge
on the left-hand side of the collar.

Kindy Uniform

Girls

St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, tartan shorts, Kindergarten hat, Kindergarten tracksuit, sand shoes/sandals and
small St Aidan’s backpack.

Boys

St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, navy shorts, Kindergarten hat, Kindergarten tracksuit, sand shoes/sandals and
backpack of choice. (Please ensure that it is large enough to hold spare clothes, library bag, school diary and
lunch box.)

Badges

The School badge is presented to all new students at a full school Assembly. The School badge is to be worn
in the centre of the white collar. Students are also required to wear their House badge on the left-hand side
of the white collar.

House Badges

These are available from the Uniform Shop. They are pinned to the white collar on the left side.

Rule of 3

Students who have school sport before and after school as well as Physical Education during the same
day, have the option to wear their Browns for the entire day. Note: For Tuesday assemblies and special
assemblies students are not permitted the rule of 3.

Hat

The School hat is cream with navy under the brim, edged in navy and is worn with a St Aidan’s hat band.
Hats are expected to be kept clean and in good repair. Hats are worn at all times when appearing in school
uniform and traveling to or from school. Hats must be clearly named on the inside band. The hat or St
Aidan’s cap must be worn for outdoors activities, i.e. PE lessons and at break times.

The Junior School play hat is encouraged for all students in Prep - Year 6 and is available from the Uniform
Shop. All Junior School students are to wear a Sports Cap for all sporting activities.
Shoes

Shoes are dark brown leather lace up school shoes with dark chocolate brown socks or tights and worn with
the blue school uniform. Shoes are to be kept clean, polished and in good repair. Brown shoes are worn at
all times except for PE classes and training sessions.

School Bag

St Aidan’s schoolbags are compulsory for all students. These are available in several sizes at the Uniform
Shop. A sports bag and/or swimming bag is also available.
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Carry Bag

The St Aidan’s carry bag can be used during the school day to carry texts to class; this bag is not designed
(and should not be used in place of the school backpack) to carry belongings to and from school.

Laptop Bag

St Aidan’s laptop bags are compulsory for all students. The laptop must always be housed in its protective
case.

Hair

Hair styles are to be appropriate for school and in the students’ natural colour. Hair that touches the collar
is to be tied back neatly using ribbons or “scrunchies” in the School colours only (navy, brown and white). All
hair must be pinned back off the face. Hairstyles should allow the school hat to be worn correctly. Headbands
and hair clips in a single school colour are acceptable. Claw and/or alligator clips are not acceptable.

Jewellery

One pair of small earrings, gold, silver or white pearl studs, no larger than 1cm in diameter, with one worn in
each lower ear lobe is permitted. A watch (non smart device) and medical bracelet are the only other pieces
of jewellery permissible. Clear earrings are not permitted in piercings. Jewellery will be confiscated if it does
not comply with these rules. The item will be kept in the school safe and returned to the student at the end
of term.

Nail Polish and Makeup

Students are not permitted to wear coloured nail polish, gel nail polish, French nails nor artificial nails.
Makeup is prohibited and includes fake tan, fake eyelash extensions (including tinted eyebrows and
lashes).

PE Uniform - Other
Sport/Training ltems

These items may only be worn at training and not a school during the day: training jerseys, shorts, zooties,
hoodies, joggers.

When changing into any sport uniform during the school day (generally at lunch time) for an after school
event, the PE skirt must be worn over the top of shorts or bike pants. If girls do not wish to wear their PE
skirt over the top of their shorts, their shorts should be put on at the relevant sporting venue prior to the
start of their game.

Sport

A School sports cap is compulsory for PE lessons. White St Aidan’s sports socks should be worn with the
sport uniform.

Swimming Togs and Cap

School togs are compulsory for all swimming classes, training sessions and competitions. Swimming caps
are to be worn for all PE classes and training sessions. Sun shirts are compulsory and must be worn by Junior
School students for PE Swimming lessons. The sun shirt is available through the Uniform Shop.
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Year 12 Senior Jersey

The senior jersey is not to be worn in place of the school jumper. It is only allowed to be worn on permitted
days as allocated by the Dean of Students.

Free Dress Day

Free Dress Days are run by the Interact group. Students pay a gold coin donation for the privilege of
participating in the Free Dress Day. The money raised is donated to charity.

The basic principles are:

° Being sun-smart
. Being safe
° Respecting the ethos of the School

This means:

° Sleeves in garment - no exposed shoulders.

. No low necklines or exposed midriffs.

° Footwear should be enclosed - flat shoes, sneakers, boots. No thongs, scuffs, slides, strappy sandals
or slippers.

o Skirts, tailored shorts and dresses should be of a reasonable length.

° Clothing must be clean and in good repair. Ripped/frayed jeans are not acceptable.

° The regular school rules regarding hair and jewellery continue to apply on free dress days. Hair ribbons

may be in free-dress colours.

The overall effect should be appropriate to a learning environment and reflect the wearer's respect for the
School. Parents will be contacted if students are not wearing appropriate attire on these days.

Please note: if students in the Senior School have PE on a Free Dress Day, they should comply with the usual
expectations for wearing browns.

Detentions

Students who choose not to follow the Code of Conduct and meet school expectations are issued with
detentions. Uniform breaches receive an immediate detention; students attend this detention during the
second half of lunch. Students who continue to show a lack of personal responsibility and unwillingness to
follow the Code of Conduct complete detentions on a Wednesday afternoon from 3.30pm to
4.30pm. Parents are notified in advance by email if their daughter receives an afternoon detention.
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PART 7 = PASTORAL CARE
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capacity

SOAR

A vital component of our Pastoral Care and Wellbeing program at St Aidan’s are SOAR lessons.

SOAR is sometimes called ‘the missing piece’ because it represents a part of education that links academic
knowledge with a set of skills important for success in schools, families, communities, workplaces and life
in general.

The three guiding beliefs to SOAR:

. Caring relationships form the foundation for learning
° Emotions affect how learning takes place and what is learned
o Goal setting and problem solving provide direction and energy for learning

Academlc Digltal
Management Literacy

St Aidan’s

SOAR

Personal
and Human

Social Relationships
Responsibility
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SOAR at St Aidan’s strives to provide learning activities and experiences that enhance the students’
emotional competence (personal and social). Both Junior and Senior Students are involved in this program.

SOAR Program Framework

Self and Social Awareness Sex Education

. Identifying emotions . Consent

. Recognising strengths . Protective behaviours

e  Perspective-taking e Knowing your body

*  Appreciating diversity e Making informed choices
Healthy Relationships Responsible Decision Making

. Communicating effectively e  Analysing situations

. Building relationships . Assuming personal responsibility
. Negotiating for positive solutions . Respecting others

e  Shared concern . Problem solving

. Drug and alcohol awareness

Self-Management Cybersafety
. Managing emotions . How to be safe online - privacy settings etc
. Goal setting . Responsibility for actions

° The law and online behaviour

Extended SOAR Program: Camps and Leadership Activities

The Extended SOAR Program at St Aidan’s Anglican Girls' School is based on the belief that students benefit
from the opportunity to experience dedicated curriculum time to develop personal and group leadership
skills. We hope to foster:

. Cooperation and Communication between peers
. Feelings of confidence and competence
. The desire to master new challenges

Camping Program Years 3 -9

At St Aidan’s Anglican Girls' School, the purpose of the camping program is to assist students in:

. developing an understanding of the complexity and delicate balance within the environment
. developing a sense of independence

. developing collaborative and co-operative living skills

. developing “real life” problem solving skills

o interacting with non-familiar natural and man-made environment

. meeting the challenge of mastery of new activities

. exposure to new and challenging situations
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The camping program is a compulsory part of a St Aidan’s education.

Different Settings

Our aim is achieved through a program that offers a variety of opportunities in various settings, such as:

° natural bush
° river/dam locations
. surf beach

Main Priorities

The school utilises the skills and experience of its own teaching staff, along with expertise in the wider
community. Our main priorities when planning the experiences for the various year levels are:

. Safety of the students

. Appropriateness of the venue
. Scope of activities offered

. Cost effectiveness

. Adequate expertise

. Supervision

Junior School Camps/Trips
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2

The girls in Prep and Year 1 participate in a ‘Late Night’ from 5.00pm - 8.30pm and are involved in a range
of ‘school camp’ style activities at school. Year 2 students participate in an excursion where they experience
a range of new and interesting activities at various locations in the local community.

Note that this information is a guide only. We may elect to change a venue should circumstances require.

Junior School Camping Program

Year 3 Overnight camp - Kindilan

Year 4 Overnight camp - Maroochydore
Year 5 Two-night camp - Currimundi
Year 6 Three-night trip - Canberra

Senior School Camping Program

Note that this information is a guide only. We may elect to change a venue should circumstances require.

Year 7 Camp

The transition into secondary school presents students with a number of opportunities to develop greater
connection with other students in their cohort. The Year 7 camp at Mapleton is designed to assist students
to develop an attitude of cooperation and confidence in outdoor and leisure activities. The camp takes place
early in Term One and is run by Queensland Conference & Camping Centres in conjunction with Year 7
Pastoral Care Teachers.

Learning in the outdoors and communal living presents challenges which assist students to step outside
their comfort zone, find courage to develop new skills, and develop resilience. St Aidan’s camps enable
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students time for reflection on the aspects of their life they are truly grateful for, and time to learn the value
of caring for each other. Each of these attributes contribute to students’ wellbeing and ability to confidently
manage the tasks of adolescence. The camp is 3 days and 2 nights in duration.

Year 8 Camp - Getting to Know You

The Year 8 camp allows all Year 8 students an opportunity to continue to develop relationships with each
other.

Students travel to Noosa, where they take part in activities over 4 days and 3 nights.

Year 9 Camp - Expedition

The students participate in an expedition program including a range of physical challenge activities. There
is a strong focus on environmental awareness and sustainable practice.

The activities offer a significant personal challenge to most girls. The program aims to develop decision
making, collaborative problem solving, team building and self-confidence.

Expedition Activities: Hiking and navigation skills, mountain biking, camping
Challenge Activities: Abseil, rock climb, team initiative and problem-solving tasks
Environmental Activities: Tree planting, permaculture practices

Year 10 - Futures Week Conference

The Year 10 and 11 conference programs are structured to provide students with knowledge and
understanding to support positive views of their personal future. St Aidan’s encourages our students to be
success-orientated, engage in challenge and to expect their personal best. As well as supporting subject
selection, SET planning and career guidance, the conference programs focus on factors which build
resilience, leadership and life skills.

Year 11 - Leadership Conference

During the last week of Term 3, the Year 11 students attend a leadership conference. This is to enable the
group to become cohesive and inspired to lead the school from the following term and decide on their theme
and goals for the upcoming year.

Year 12 - Finishing School Program

This program is devised by the Pastoral Care Leader in consultation with the Dean of Students, Guidance
Counsellor and Year 12 students. The Finishing School Program is covered in SOAR in Term 3 with the aim
of providing our graduating students with information that will see them make successful transitions to life
beyond school. Guest speakers and workshops address issues relating to safe driving, rental
accommodation, personal safety, drug education, sex education, gender equality and managing finances.
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PART 8 = POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Please note, as is appropriate, our policies are regularly reviewed and updated. To ensure you are reading
the most up-to-date policies, please click here.

PART 9 = ASSOCIATED SCHOOL GROUPS

-
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Parents & Friends (P & F) Association Inc

The St Aidan's Parents and Friends Association offers parents the opportunity to connect with other parents
in a fun and welcoming environment.

We create connections which strengthen our parent's sense of belonging and our community.

Our P&F creates connections through creating opportunities to meet new people and build lasting
relationships and connections within the school community.

The opportunity to volunteer to support our parents (Parent Ambassadors) and our daughters (Support
Groups) whilst building connections within the school community.

We aim to strengthen our community through creating opportunities for our parents to have a sense of
belonging through:

e Community engagement
e Communication between school and parents
e  Opportunities to volunteer
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We're all in this together!

Together as a community we can make a difference.
Support Groups

The St Aidan’s P&F operates 3 Support Groups
e  Music Support Group
e Friends of Sport Group
e  Stage Support Group

All parents are encouraged to “get involved” as it is your involvement that contributes to us building a
strong community.

Parent Ambassadors

Parent Ambassadors are highly valued members of our school community who help us to strengthen our
connections between our families through organising engagement activities. Each Year Level and/or Class
has a Parent Ambassador who will communicate regularly to their parents via their Parent Page on Aidan’s
Central.

Our Parent Ambassadors offer to parents the opportunity to connect with each other in a fun and
welcoming environment.

The Parents and Friends tile on Aidan’s Central is your hub to find dates for upcoming P&F events, Support
Group information and when P&F General Meetings will occur.

For any enquiries, please contact:

The Community and Volunteer Officer
33735901

St Aidan’s Foundation
The St Aidan's Foundation is an independently run philanthropic arm of the school, founded in 1996 under

the leadership of two of the school's most esteemed supporters and benefactors: the late Ron Archer AM
and Bob Templeton. Their visionary inspiration still lives through the Foundation's ongoing operations.

Vision & Mission
With school fees covering the basic yearly operating costs of St Aidan's, including staff salaries,

administration and school maintenance, the Foundation plays a vital role in the ongoing development of St
Aidan's, especially the provision of innovative and quality facilities.

The Foundation's Vision is to ensure the best quality educational environment possible is provided for all
girls seeking a St Aidan's education.

The Foundation's Mission is to foster a culture of philanthropy in the school community to generate funding
for much-needed capital projects, and to support the educational aspirations of girls who may not
otherwise be able to attend St Aidan's through the provision of a scholarship and bursary program.

Achievements
Since its establishment, the Foundation has raised over $4 million through events, donations, major gifts

and bequests, thanks to the support of our committed school community. This funding has made hundreds
of scholarships and bursaries possible, and has contributed to a significant, and ongoing, capital works
program.

Page 34 St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School


https://central.staidan.qld.edu.au/homepage/3992

Pastoral Care Captains and Vice Captains

These are elected by Pastoral Care members at the beginning of each semester in the Senior School. In the
Junior School, Pastoral Care Captains in Years 4 - 6 are elected each term.

Student Representative Council (SRC)

Each PC, Years 4 - 12, elects a representative for the year. Elected students attend meetings to discuss
issues raised by students. Each representative reports back to her peers on the outcomes of the meetings.

Senior School Leadership

To prepare students to take their place in society, St Aidan’s offers many opportunities for the girls to take
on responsible roles. Leadership skills are developed in various ways through Academic and
Social/Emotional Learning and Co-curricular Activities at St Aidan’s.

There are many benefits for our students who embrace the challenge of leadership roles. Our leadership
program fosters relationships, personal development and the skills necessary to form and maintain teams.
Students who are interested in this area are given assistance, mentoring and the opportunity to reflect on
their own unique qualities and talents.

Teamwork is fundamental to the workplace of the 21st century, and our students embrace this co-operative
learning with enthusiasm.
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Leadership Selection

Student leadership is often seen as the domain of the senior year group. At St Aidan’s we encourage
students in each year level to stretch their boundaries and strive to reflect, problem-solve, negotiate, make
decisions and motivate others.

Throughout the year students are encouraged to engage in the life of the school through participation in
sport, music, spiritual and service activities. Students can choose to apply for Prefect and/or Co-Captain.
Students will be informed that applications for Co-Captain will be shortlisted based on the written
documentation provided and from observations conducted whilst students complete a group activity.
Students who have applied for Co-Captain and/or Prefect, will be divided into groups to be observed whilst
completing an activity. The purpose of the observed activity afternoon is to shortlist students for Co-Captain.
(These students will then be interviewed by a panel comprising of the Principal, Deputy Principal, Chaplain,
Dean of Studies and Dean of Students.) Please note that those students who are not shortlisted for Captain,
are still considered for the role of Prefect and will follow through to the voting process.

For these roles, Captains and/or Prefects, there are three components to the written application. Students
must submit the following:

e A letter to the principal outlining their reasoning for wanting to be considered for the role of Co-
Captain and/or Prefect.

e Alist comprising of the student’s involvement at the school.

e A 1-2 minute speech that encapsulates what the student would say to peers at their first assembly
if they were successful with their application for Co-Captain and/or Prefect.

Interviews are conducted during Term 3 for students who nominate for School Co-Captain, and Sacristan
and continues with a show of support from our staff and senior students. The Principal, Pastoral Care Leaders
and other Educational Leaders oversee the process, which results in a final list of Prefects, Sacristans, House
Captains, Sport, Debating, Music and International Captains.

Students interested in selection as an Activity Captain apply through the Dean of Students and nominate
with Activity Co-ordinators who organise a student and staff ballot. The process is also overseen by the
Principal, Pastoral Care Leader, members of ELT and Activity Co-ordinators.

Students in Year 11 are prepared well for their forthcoming senior student leadership roles. They are
supported by a full day conference aiming to accentuate the abilities, skills and personalities of each of our
students. The Dean of Students, Pastoral Care Leaders and Pastoral Care Teachers examine styles of
leadership through SOAR.

Leadership Retreat

At the start of the school year, all students selected for the position of Prefect participate in a planning day.
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PART 11 = JUNIOR SCHOOL
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Junior School Curriculum

The St Aidan’s Junior School strives to provide quality learning experience for girls from Prep to Year 6 and
boys and girls in Kindergarten. We know the early years of schooling provide the foundation for worthwhile
learning experiences in later years, for individual success, and for lifelong learning.

We strive to help our students:

. be motivated to achieve and to excel

o be curious, creative, enthusiastic and energetic

e complete tasks to the best of their abilities

. work well individually, and co-operatively in groups

. be confident, self-assured and assertive

. be clever and critical thinkers

. become skilled in the use of information technologies

These goals are universally shared by our teachers and provide the basis for curriculum design and
development.

Our curriculum learning areas include: English, Mathematics, Humanities and Social Sciences, Science, The
Arts - Art and Music, Languages Other Than English (LOTE), Health and Physical Education, Digital and
Design Technologies. Religious and Values Education and SOAR (Social and Emotional Learning) are also
important components of our curriculum in the Junior School.
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We strive for a seamless and continuous curriculum, with programs being designed to specifically suit the
needs of individual students at St Aidan’s. We recognise that students learn differently from each other and
strategies and programs implemented in classrooms reflect that reality.

Throughout the Junior School particular attention is devoted to literacy and numeracy - the natural
foundation of many learning outcomes encountered in later years. Extension lessons in literacy and
numeracy, timetabled within each year level, provide opportunities for able students to experience aspects
of the curriculum in more depth and to challenge and accelerate their learning.

Also of great importance is the acquisition of thinking skills. We want our girls not only to be “deliberative
and clever thinkers” but also “creative and critical thinkers”.

Extensive use of computers and information technology is made accessible for the curriculum at all year
levels - each student has a laptop/tablet for use in the classroom. iPads are used in Prep and the Junior
School Library. The teachers and students make use of learning technologies throughout the day in many
subject areas.

Extension and Enrichment

Extension and differentiation often occur within the classroom with the support of the PC teacher. Selected
students from Prep-6, achieving academic results above the expectation of the year level, demonstrating
exceptional levels of creative thinking in a variety of curriculum areas and high levels of task engagement,
persistence and commitment, attend small group extension Mathematics and English groups. These lessons
are designed to motivate, stimulate, and further extend the students’ skills in the areas of Literacy and
Numeracy.

Acceleration

St Aidan’s has a policy of acceleration as one of its strategies to assist students with particular talents and
abilities to move through the academic curriculum. This form of acceleration moves students out of learning
groups composed of their age-peers, placing them with students who are older. The strength of this form of
acceleration is that it is subject-based, allowing students to maintain ties with same age peers while forging
ahead in particular academic areas.

The purpose of subject based acceleration is that it facilitates learning for highly able students. These
students have the opportunity to be exposed to the appropriate level of academic challenge. Limiting
acceleration to subject areas, rather than whole grades, can take into account the fact that a student may
not be ‘above their peers’ in all subjects: for example, they may be particularly advanced in their
mathematical knowledge, but not in English.

Formal Reporting

Full written reports on each student’s academic commitment and progress are provided to parents at the
end of each semester.

Academic Progress Meetings

Academic Progress Meetings are conducted at the beginning of Term 2 and Term 3 when teachers present
observations and information related to your daughter’s progress. Meetings with Classroom Teachers on any
issue of concern are encouraged at any time throughout the year and can be arranged via the student’s
handbook, email or by telephoning to make a suitable appointment time.
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Specialist Teachers

All Junior School students benefit from the expertise that is provided by specialist staff members in Physical
Education and Health, Music, Languages (Chinese, French, Japanese) and Library. Students from
Kindergarten to Year 3 participate in the Every Day Music Program and the Every Day Languages Program.
Students are involved in these specialist lessons for shorter periods of time every day, rather than for longer
periods twice-weekly. Students from Year 3 - 6 also receive specialist lessons in Art. Girls in Year 6 have
specialist teachers for all subjects; this greatly assists girls with their transition into Year 7.

Students are also well supported by our Chaplain, Counsellor and SWAN (Students with Additional Needs)
Staff. Our learning support staff aim to help students either individually or in small groups when they require
assistance with aspects of the curriculum. The nature of this support is determined by advice received from
specialists and the resources available.

Guidance and Counselling

St Aidan’s has two psychologist available to provide guidance and personal counselling where appropriate.
Psychologist and Appointments can be made by contacting 3373 5918.

Junior Library

The Junior School Library is the hub of the Junior School, a place where girls are encouraged to develop a
life-long passion for all things literary, including the research process.

All classes from Kindergarten to Year 6 have a timetabled lesson per week. Class teachers conduct extra
research or reading lessons in the library as necessary. Small groups of girls also use the library for
independent work, as do extension classes and a range of specialist teachers. The on-line catalogue,
OLIVER, runs on the same system as that of the Senior Library and Junior School students are taught to use
this from an early age.

Students are encouraged to borrow both Fiction and Non-Fiction on a regular basis and the teacher-
librarians, together with class teachers, support this by providing reading lists and incentives. Home readers
are managed through the Junior School Library. The importance of Visual Literacy in the modern world is
recognised and thus there is a separate collection of Picture Books and Graphic Novels for older readers.

Students explore their creativity, collaborate, share knowledge and resources, work on projects to develop
ideas and ‘make stuff’ in the library’s Maker Space. During lessons, the students connect hands-on creating
with 21st century technologies.

The Junior Library is open from 8.00am Monday to Friday, lunch hours except Friday and for a short time
after school. During lunch times, the library is open for the girls to relax, use iPads, play board games,
create puppet shows, build and invent in the Maker Space or read and borrow from our extensive
collection.

The Junior School Library co-ordinates orders for the Scholastic Australia Book Club. All students are given
Book Club leaflets/order forms for the age-appropriate category at various times throughout the year.

Book Club

Our Junior School Library Technician co-ordinates orders for the Scholastic Australia Book Club. All students
are given Book Club leaflets/order forms for the age-appropriate category at various times throughout the
year. Orders are entirely voluntary and are to be placed through normal collection procedures.
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Junior School Student Leadership

Opportunities for leadership are available to all Year 6 girls.

St Aidan’s believes in the leadership potential of all students and the Junior School has a distributed
leadership model in which all girls are given the opportunity to experience a position of responsibility. This
provides authentic opportunities for the students to develop their leadership skills.

We believe that the shared leadership experience will:

. embrace all members of the Year 6 student community as learners

. lead to the empowerment of individuals

e value each individual’s contribution

. offer each student new opportunities to develop their own leadership style and skill set

. enhance the range of quality of student learning by expanding their capacities

. tap potential yet to be realised

° demand a commitment by each student to learn and develop

. provide opportunities to show initiative, be creative and take risks

. encourage collaboration and teamwork

. demand active participation

. motivate students through seeing that their skills are valued and by being offered opportunities

. expose students to decision making processes that will allow them to reflect on their own values and
beliefs, thus becoming more self-aware

A Leadership Conference (1 day) is held at the beginning of Term One. This is complemented by an additional
day at the beginning of Term Three (Kokoda Theme Challenge-Mt Coot-tha), facilitated by Character Builders.
All girls, including any new students, will have the opportunity to learn more about being a successful leader
and creating and participating in effective teams.

Music

The Music Department at St Aidan's is a vibrant and diverse one that allows students the opportunity to
participate in music education at all levels. A wide range of curricular and extra-curricular activities are
offered in junior school.

These include:

. Everyday music for K -3

. Private instrumental and vocal tuition
e Year 2 String Immersion Program

e  Year 4 Beginner Band Group Tuition
. Choirs

. Chamber ensembles

. Concert bands and jazz band

. String orchestras

o Recitals and concerts

e Annual Gala Concert
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Ensembles and Choirs

Choirs
. Junior Singers (Years 2 - 3)
. Children Crossing (Years 4 - 6)

Strings

e  Year 2 String Immersion Program

e Staccato Strings (beginner ensemble) Semester 2 only
e Dolce Strings

e Vivaldi Strings

e Corelli Strings

Bands

e Year 4 Beginner Band Program
e Charma Band

e Con Brio Band

Chamber Ensembles

e Back Beat Band

e Percussion Ensemble
e Forte Flutes

e Junior String Quartet
e Clementi Cellos

Note - these ensembles are chamber ensembles and entry is at the discretion of the conductor.

Junior School Music Badges

Badges are awarded at three levels for involvement in the following groups -Vivaldi Strings, Dolce Strings,
Clementi Cellos, Junior String Quartet, Charma Band, Con Brio Band, Percussion Ensemble, Back Beat

Band, Forte Flutes and the Children Crossing Choir.
Gold Badge - membership of three or more groups
Silver Badge - membership of two groups

Bronze Badge - membership of one group

To be eligible for a music badge, girls must have been:

. A member of the Musical Ensemble for the whole year
° In attendance at all performances

. In attendance at 90% of rehearsals (unless illness prevents attendance or if students are involved in
other school events such as Andrews Cup, Camps, Excursions etc)
. Punctual, diligent and organised with regard to bringing the correct musical equipment.

Exceptions to the above are considered on an individual basis. Badges are awarded at the Extra-Curricular

Assembly at the end of the year.
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Private Instruction
Many of our accomplished teachers instruct on a range of instruments, voice, music theory and speech
and drama. Individual tuition is available in the following areas:

. Bassoon (Year 4 and up) . Percussion (Year 4 and up)

. Cello (Year 2 and up) . Saxophone - soprano, alto, tenor, baritone
. Clarinet/Bass Clarinet (Year 4 and up) (Year 4 and up)

. Double Bass (Year 3 and up) o Speech and Drama (Year 1 and up)

. Euphonium (Year 4 and up) e Trombone (Year 4 and up)

° Flute/Piccolo (Year 3 and up) o Trumpet (Year 4 and up)

° French Horn (Year 4 and up) o Tuba (Year 4 and up)

. Music Theory (Year 4 and up) o Viola (Prep and up)

. Oboe (Year 4 and up) o Violin (Prep and up)

° Piano (Prep and up) o Voice (Year 4 and up)

Lessons are held at the school. Students from the Junior School receive lessons predominantly on a
rotational basis, in school time. Lessons are paid by the term directly to the private tutor. Where a student
wishes to cease lessons within the school year or at the end of the year, it is required that students complete
the term and two weeks written notice is given to the Head of Performance or payment in lieu for completion
of the term.

Only St Aidan’s students taught on St Aidan’s School property are covered by the school’s insurance.

Instrument Loans

Many of the larger and more expensive instruments are available for loan from the School. Hire fees are
payable to the school office. Some smaller instruments are also available for loan from the School, however,
it is expected that instruments be purchased after a one-year school loan. Parents are responsible for
damages and loss of instruments while under loan from the School.

Further information and enrolment forms for private tuition can be found on the Aidan’s Central Music Page.
Junior School Extra-Curricular

General Clubs

There are a number of opportunities for student participation in extra-curricular activities. These include
but are not limited to:

e Art Club (Prep - Year 6) e Mindfulness (Prep - Year 6)

e Chess Club (Years 2 - 6) e Philosophy Club (Year 6)

e Coding and Robotics Club e Readers Cup (Year 6)

e Environmental Club (Earth Angels) (Prep - e Sensei Says Club (Japanese)
Year 6) e STEMies Club

e Games Club (Prep - Year 1) e Wasabi Club (Japanese)

e  Girl Zone Book Club (Year 6)
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Prep - Year 6 School Sport

St Aidan’s is a member of the Queensland Girls’ Primary Independent Schools
Andrews Cup Association, QISEA (Queensland Interschool Equestrian Association),
Interschool Sports competition (West Taylor Bridge District competition) and District
Sports Association. Junior School

Andrews Cup O

The Andrews Cup consists of a number of one-day competitions in ten sports at various venues throughout
the school year including Gymnastics, Athletics, Cricket, Cross Country, Netball, Tennis, Touch Football,
Softball, Swimming and Basketball.

Students can participate in the Andrews Cup as follows:

° Girls in Years 2 - 6 can participate in Athletics, Swimming, Cross Country and Gymnastics

. Years 4, 5 and 6 can participate in Netball, Tennis, Touch Football and Basketball

° All girls are eligible to try out for these sports (voluntary), but must commit to attending training sessions,
once selected in a team or squad

Walter Taylor Bridge Sport (Years 4, 5 and 6)

Years 4, 5 and 6 can compete for St Aidan’s on Friday afternoons against local primary schools in the Walter
Taylor Bridge District competition.

In Semester One, girls participate in Netball and Touch Football and in Semester Two Softball, Basketball
and Tennis.

Students involved in the Andrews Cup sports of Athletics, Cross Country, Netball, Touch Football and
Swimming participate in lead up competitions known as Metro Meets. Metro Meets are held at a variety of
localities in Brisbane, against some of the schools that are involved in the Andrews Cup competition, as well
as St Peters and All Hallows. The meets assist our girls in their continued development with either race
practice or match play. It further gives both the coaches the opportunity to be provided with updated
information to inform team selections. Girls wishing to be considered for our Andrews Cup teams will be
required to attend their sport- specific competitions. Metro Meets are considered one of the set training
days for our girls leading into the Andrews Cup competition. Girls will be transported to the locality by school
bus.

Inter-school Sport - Friday Afternoon

Club activities have been organised for Friday afternoons with the emphasis on skill development, team
participation, fitness and fun. Students in Year 4 to 6 compete in the Walter Taylor Bridge competition which
includes local schools. All students participate in this competition. Students in Year 2 and 3 complete skill
development activities in preparation for sports in the upper year levels.

Prep to Year 3

St Aidan’s aims to provide girls in the younger year levels with exposure to a variety of activities and sports
to encourage the development of positive attitudes towards activity as well as the development of skills.
During the year, various sports and activities are offered to Prep - Year 3 students. These activities and
sports vary depending on the availability of coaching staff and equipment.
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Interhouse Competitions

The interhouse competition at St Aidan’s is an integral component of the sporting program. It provides each
House with an avenue to develop House spirit and pride. The foundations of this competition are the four
major Interhouse Carnivals:

Swimming
Cross Country
Athletics

. Ball Games

Representative Sport

St Aidan’s is also a member of the District Sports Association, which is made up of local state and
independent schools.

Students participate in trials against other schools in the local area for selection in the District Teams in
sports including Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics.

Cross Country and Athletics Training/Squad

Cross Country and Athletics Squad trainings are held at St Aidan’s Ambiwerra sport fields. Cross Country
commences in February and concludes in May and the Athletics season follows and continues through to
August. Squad training is based around preparing our runners for the upcoming competitive Cross Country
and track and field seasons (Andrews Cup, District and Interschool). Girls are required to commit to a certain
amount of training to assist in their specific event preparation for the upcoming competitions. Training
sessions aim to build fithess, provide technical correction, with a focus on event preparation.

Swimming Training/Squad

Swimming Squad training commences in the school pool in October every year. Squad training is based
around preparing our swimmers for the upcoming competitive swimming season (Andrews Cup, District and
Interschool). Girls intending to participate must be competent in swimming 25 - 50m in freestyle, backstroke
and breaststroke and they must also be able to perform a dolphin kick. Training sessions aim to provide
technical correction, with a focus on race preparation and endurance.

Equestrian

St Aidan’s has proven to be very successful at Equestrian as an Inter-school sport. We provide a fully
accredited coach for training, camps and assistance at competitions. Our team members compete in events
such as Combined Training, Dressage, Eventing, Showhorse (Hacking) and Show Jumping.

Tennis Lessons

Private after school lessons for beginners and advanced players can be arranged through Lifetime Tennis.
Lessons are conducted at our Ambiwerra sporting fields.
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Junior School Student Awards

Cap Line Allocation

Lines are to be embroidered on students’ sports caps to display their achievements in sporting events.

Gold

An Individual is selected in a Queensland Primary Schools Sport team, and then competes
at the national titles. Following the State Equestrian Championships, an Individual is
selected to represent Queensland and then competes at the Nationals.

Silver

An Individual representing in a Met West team that places 1st, 2nd or 3rd at the Queensland
Primary Schools State Titles.

An Individual representing Met West finishes top 10 at the Queensland State Primary
Schools Titles.

A rider in any team, or an individual, that is placed in the State Equestrian Championship
final (place 2-6).

Green

An Individual is selected in a Met West team and then competes at the Queensland Primary
Schools State Titles.

Red with Blue
Star

An Individual receives an All-Round Excellence in Sports Award at the end of year Extra-
Curricular Assembly.

For the remaining Cap lines, Carnival Events refer to Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics
whilst Non-Carnival Events refer to Touch, Tennis, Netball, Softball and Gymnastics.

Premiership
(Blue with
Gold Star)

A Sporting Team (Non-Carnival Events) or an Individual, Age Group or Relay Team (Carnival
Events) places first in an Andrews Cup Competition. Where multiple divisions occur in the
one event, a Premiership Line will only be awarded to first-placed competitors in the top six
divisions i.e. Divisions A - F.

A Team or an Individual who wins in any discipline at the State Equestrian Championships.

Premiership
(Light Blue
with Blue Star)

An Interschool Sporting Team (Non-Carnival Events) places first in the WTB Interschool
Competition.

Full (White
with a White
Star)

A Sporting Team (Non-Carnival Events) or an Individual, Age Group or Relay Team (Carnival
Events) places second in an Andrews Cup Competition.

An Individual (Carnival Events) places first in an Andrews Cup Competition outside the top
six divisions i.e. Division G and lower.

A Sporting Team (Carnival Events) wins an Andrews Cup Aggregate or Percentage
Competition.

Any rider who accumulates 80+ points on their individual score throughout the Equestrian
season.

Half Line
(Brown with a
Brown Star)

A Sporting Team (Non-Carnival Events) or an Individual, Age Group or Relay Team places
third in an Andrews Cup Competition.

A Sporting Team (Carnival Events) places second or third in an Andrews Cup Aggregate or
Percentage Competition.

Any rider who accumulates 80+ points on their individual score throughout the Equestrian
season.

‘A’ Division
Half Line

All Individuals competing in any A division event (excluding relay teams) at Andrews Cup
Swimming or Athletics.

All Individuals representing in the Open A Team competing at Andrews Cup Tennis, Touch,
Netball, Softball & Gymnastics.

Half lines are awarded only if a higher line is not received as a result of performance at the
competition.

Participation
Certificates

Participation Certificates are awarded to all competitors who compete in Andrews Cup
events.
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PART 12 = SENIOR SCHOOL

Senior School Curriculum

Our core focus is the classroom. We expect the best from our students and are committed to creating a
leaning environment that is both relevant and authentic and motivates our students to achieve their best.

Curriculum 7 - 10

In Year 7 and 8, students undertake a core program of English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography,
Religious and Values Education and Health and Physical Education. They also choose Languages to study
from Chinese, French and Japanese. In Year 7, students also study a semester each of Art, Drama,
Technologies and Music and in Year 8 they choose semester and year-long electives that include Languages,
Technologies, Drama, English Language Studies, Music, Art and Science Elective. Students maintain
significant curriculum time in the core program.

InYear 9 and Semester One Year 10, students are provided with more choice in their program. They continue
to undertake studies in the core areas of English, Mathematics, Science, History, Religious and Values
Education and core Physical Education. These studies are combined with choice from a number of electives.
Electives may include Geography, Science Electives, Languages, Literature, Visual Art, Digital Technologies,
Business and Enterprise, Music, Drama and Physical Education.
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The curriculum at St Aidan's provides learning opportunities which align with the latest developments in
educational research. The use of technology is integrated across the curriculum.

For more information about Year 7 to Year 10 Curriculum, please consult the handbooks available on Aidan’s
Central.

Senior Curriculum: Year 11 and Year 12

From Year 11, students follow the syllabuses set by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(QCAA). Most St Aidan’s students’ study six General subjects in pursuit of an ATAR. The school also provides
a small number of VET and Applied courses for those who prefer a more practical, competency based senior
program. Some VET offerings are provided by external providers. Both ATAR and VET pathways may lead to
tertiary studies.

St Aidan’s offers a wide variety of subjects. An English subject (Literature, English, or Essential English) and
a Maths subject (Essential Maths, General Maths or Maths Methods) is compulsory. Students choose 6
subjects in total. Current offerings are:

e Accounting e General Mathematics
e Artsin Practice e Geography

e Biology e Japanese

e Chemistry e Literature

e Chinese e Mathematics Methods
e Digital Solutions e Modern History

e Diploma of Business e Music

e Drama e Physical Education

e Economics e Physics

e English e Psychology

e Essential English e Specialist Mathematics
e Essential Mathematics e Sport and Recreation
e French e Visual Art

The courses offered by external providers may be at an additional cost to parents.

For further information about the academic program, please consult the Senior Curriculum Handbook which
is available on the school’s website. This publication provides descriptions of the content and details of the
work and study requirements for each subject.

Enrichment Programs (Senior School)

Within and in addition to the curriculum, students at St Aidan’s have the opportunity for enrichment and
extension. St Aidan’s has a policy of using acceleration as one of its strategies to speed up the rate at which
students with particular talents and abilities move through the academic curriculum. This form of
acceleration moves students out of learning groups composed of their age-peers, placing them with students
who are older. The strength of this form of acceleration is that it is subject-based, allowing students to
maintain ties with same age peers while forging ahead in a particular academic area.
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The purpose of subject based acceleration is that it facilitates learning for highly able students to be exposed
to the appropriate level of academic challenge. Limiting acceleration to subject areas, rather than whole
grades, can consider that a student may not be ‘above their peers’ in all subjects; for example, they may be
particularly advanced in their mathematical knowledge, but not in English.

Acceleration can be an advantage for students capable of finishing a subject in Year 11 and gaining an
independent study period in Year 12. Acceleration can occur from any semester but will most frequently
occur for students entering second semester of Year 9. At this time, students with a high GPA and
demonstrably effective study skills and motivation, may nominate a negotiated senior subject to undertake
with the Year 10 cohort. When considering acceleration, it is important that the potential impact on the
student’s broader subject selections and timetabling is considered. The Dean of Studies is available for
consultation about potential acceleration.

High achieving students also have the opportunity to complete university study while still in their senior years
at school. Currently, students have the opportunity to enrol in first year tertiary subjects at the University of
Queensland, Griffith University, the University of Southern Queensland and the Queensland University of
Technology.

Other enrichment activities include participation in numerous competitions, excursions and festivals.

Students with Additional Needs (SWAN)

St Aidan’s provides differentiated learning for students with additional needs. The SWAN co-ordinator
consults with the student and the student’s parents to prepare differentiated learning plans for the students.
The SWAN co-ordinator should be contacted when parents believe that their student requires educational
adjustments. Relevant diagnostic testing, external to the school, with an approved specialist or therapist
may be required.

It is expected that parents will provide the school with all relevant information about the student enrolment
and will advise the school of any changes to the student’s needs. Adjustments are made to enable students
to access the school curriculum and to demonstrate their strengths. Adjustments are made on the basis of
the professional advice provided within the parameters of available school resources. Students are
supported by differentiated teaching, and modifications where necessary, within mainstream classes.

The SWAN department liaises closely with parents, class/subject teachers, Pastoral Care Leaders, as well
as the Dean of Studies and the Dean of Students to provide an ‘inclusive’ environment. ‘Inclusive education’
benefits students with disabilities, but also creates an environment in which every student has the
opportunity to achieve their potential and feel connected to their school.

The following legislation, standards and guidelines support the necessity for cognisance of the needs of all
students:

o The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA)
e The Disability Standards for Education 2005 (DSE)

A student is identified and supported by the SWAN department after consideration of information provided
by the following groups.
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Parents

It is expected that parents will provide the school with all relevant information on the additional needs of
their daughter (e.g. medical and therapist reports) upon enrolment.

Parents will also advise the school of any changes to their daughter’s educational needs.

School

Results of school-based assessment and/or diagnostic testing are analysed and concerns about individual
results are raised with the SWAN Coordinator and relevant member of the ELT.

External Medical Specialists/Therapists

Formal testing, external to the school, with an approved specialist (e.g. paediatrician, psychiatrist) or
therapist (e.g. Occupational Therapist, Speech Language Pathologist or Clinical Psychologist) may be
suggested.

A report from this testing is then used to establish the student’s strengths and challenges and obtain
recommendations for support at school.

Once a student is identified, a meeting is held with the SWAN Co-ordinator, parents, student (if appropriate)
and other relevant school staff to create a personalised learning plan that identifies the adjustments
required to support a student’s individual learning.

Categories of Additional Needs, as described by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority, are:

Cognitive
Physical

Sensory
Social/emotional

In senior schooling, adjustments to assessment are alighed with QCAA guidelines.
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Extra-Curricular Program

Senior School Sport

Sport at St Aidan's is available for all students as part of their co-curricular activities. Senior school students
(Years 7-12) are able to participate in the sports set out in the table below.

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3 Term 4
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STRENGTH & CONDITIONING

CORE 5PORTS Swimming

Cross Country

Athletics

AUTUMN SPORTS Basketball

Soccer

Touch Football

WINTER 5PORTS Hockey

Netball

Tennis

Volleyball

SUMMER SPORTS

GOLF

LT

L[]

CLUB SPORTS Netball

Touch Football

Key Dates, Training and Fixture schedules are posted on the Sports Portal on Aidan
Central. Students can find more information and weekly notices on the individual
sport pages. Our policy regarding sporting information is to encourage students to
take responsibility for, and ownership of, this process. Thus, all relevant
information regarding training, competition draws, representative trials etc. can be

found on the Sports Portal which is accessed via Aidan’s Central.

Senior Sport

ATHLETE

Program

Artistlc

Gymnastics Athletics

[I.' |

Badminton

Senior School

Club
Club Netball Touch Foothall

Equestrian

Cricket

Cross Country

A

CANADA

Rowing 2024
2024

Interhouse Netball Representative
Sport Sport

Tennis

i

Strength and

Conditioning Volleyball

Touch Football
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Associations

St Aidan’s is a member of the QGSSSA (Queensland Girls’ Secondary Schools Sports Association), BSRA
(Brisbane Schoolgirls Rowing Association), BMTA (Brisbane Metropolitan Touch Association), WDNA
(Western Districts Netball Association) and QISEA (Queensland Interschool Equestrian Association), which
ensures competition in a wide range of sports.

Core Sports

As a member school of QGSSSA, St Aidan’s is required to participate in Athletics, Cross Country and
Swimming. These sports are termed Core Sports. It is St Aidan’s priority and responsibility to field the best
possible teams for these sports. Training for each of the three Core Sports is provided by the School, via
high quality specialist coaches.

Elective Sports

Elective sports are sports girls can choose from in addition to the Core Sport being held that term.
Competition for most of these sports is held weekly, with fixtures typically held on either a Friday evening or
Saturday morning. These include Gymnastics, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Equestrian, Football, Hockey,
Netball, Rowing, Tennis, Touch Football and Volleyball.

Interhouse Competitions

The Interhouse competition at St Aidan’s is an integral component of the sporting program. It provides each
House with an avenue to develop House spirit and pride. The foundations of this competition are the three
major Interhouse Carnivals, Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics. A Champion House Trophy is awarded
annually for the winning House in each of these major events.

Strength and Conditioning

St Aidan’s has a designated Strength and Conditioning facility, the Athlete Performance Centre (APC) in the
Christine Hartland Centre. The Physical Performance Program primarily focuses on the principles
surrounding long term athletic development to improve physical strength, performance and injury
prevention. Group Fitness conditioning activities, including Circuit and Learn to Box classes are also
available for all girls.

Representative Sport

St Aidan’s is a member of the Eastern Taipans District School Sport. This is the first step on the Queensland
School Sport representative pathway. Cluster trial days are held throughout the school year and the Eastern
Taipans District team then competes against other Districts for selection in the Metropolitan West Regional
Team. Students selected for the Metropolitan West regional team have the opportunity to compete at the
State Championships. At the conclusion of the State Championships a Queensland School Sport team is
selected to compete at the National Championships.
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Club Sport

Touch Football and Netball continue to be two of the most popular sports at St Aidan’s. Recently we have
been looking at ways in which we can further support the development of students who represent St
Aidan’s in these two sports. We have found girls have benefited by playing together in a strong club
competition and the opportunity to gain valuable playing experience has ultimately made them more
competitive during the QGSSSA season.

St Aidan’s is affiliated with Brisbane Metropolitan Touch Association (BMTA) at White’s Hill, and Western
Districts Netball Association (WDNA) at Graceville. We field several teams in both of these competitions.

Student Athlete Mentoring Program

St Aidan’s recognises the significant time, commitment and sacrifices that are required to perform at the
highest level. The Student Athlete Mentoring Program provides tailored support and guidance for students
who are also elite athletes, to reach their academic and sporting potential.

The Student Athlete Mentoring Program is designed to empower. A dedicated staff mentor encourages and
assists student athletes to develop as confident and organised young women. Our mentors work with
Pastoral Care Leaders and student athletes to consider schedules, demands and to identify potential
challenges and how these may be resolved. Our aim is to provide a holistic program that balances
academic achievement, personal development and sporting excellence.

To be considered for the Athlete Mentoring Program, a student must meet the following criteria:
e Aspiring or current State/National Level representative

¢ Represent St Aidan’s in their chosen sport and demonstrate a commitment to the wider sporting
program at the school

¢ Demonstrate leadership and a willingness to embrace personal responsibility
e Act as a positive role model in the school community

e Complete an Online Application and Personal Statement outlining academic and sporting
achievements and goals
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Music

The Music Department at St Aidan's is a vibrant and diverse one that allows students the opportunity to
participate in music education at all levels. A wide range of curricular and extra-curricular activities are

offered in both the senior and junior schools.

These include:

. Core and elective classroom music for Kindy - Year 12
. Senior Extension Music (performance, composition and musicology)

° Private instrumental and vocal tuition
. Choirs

. Chamber ensembles

e  Concert bands and Jazz Band

e  String orchestras

. Recitals and concerts

e Annual Gala Concert

. Music tours

Ensembles and Choirs

Choirs
. Chorale (Years 7 - 12)

. Ensemble Volar (auditioned chamber choir - Years 7 - 12)

Strings

e Corelli Strings
e Paganini Strings

Bands
e Con Brio Band
e  Symphonic Winds

Chamber Ensembles

e Back Beat Band

e  Percussion Ensemble
e Chamber Winds

e Forte Flutes

o Taffanel Flutes

e  String Quartet

e Clementi Cellos

Note - these ensembles are chamber ensembles and entry is at the discretion of the conductor
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Private Instruction

Many of our accomplished teachers instruct on a range of instruments, voice, music theory and speech
and drama. Individual tuition is available in the following areas:

° Bassoon (Year 4 and up) ° Piano (Prep and up)

. Cello (Year 2 and up) e  Saxophone - soprano, alto, tenor, baritone
. Clarinet/Bass Clarinet (Year 4 and up) (Year 4 and up)

. Double Bass (Year 3 and up) e  Speech and Drama (Year 1 and up)

. Euphonium (Year 4 and up) e  Trombone (Year 4 and up)

. Flute/Piccolo (Year 3 and up) e Trumpet (Year 4 and up)

. French Horn (Year 4 and up) e  Tuba (Year 4 and up)

. Music Theory (Year 4 and up) e  Viola (Prep and up)

. Oboe (Year 4 and up) e Violin (Prep and up)

. Percussion (Year 4 and up) e  Voice (Year 4 and up)

Lessons are held at the school. Students from the Junior School and in Years 7 - 10 receive
lessons predominantly on a rotational basis, in school time. Students in Years 11 and 12 receive lessons
before and after school, and in lunch breaks. Lessons are paid by the term directly to the private tutor.
Where a student wishes to cease lessons within the school year or at the end of the year, it is required that
students complete the term and two weeks written notice is given to the Head of Performance or payment
in lieu for completion of the term.

Only St Aidan’s students taught on St Aidan’s School property are covered by the school’s insurance.

Student Commitment

It is expected that students receiving musical tuition at the School (excluding piano and theory) participate
in at least one relevant ensemble as recommended by the instructor. For example, a vocal student must
participate in the Chorale, or a saxophone student in the Concert Band.

Further information and enrolment forms for private tuition can be found
on the Aidan’s Central Music Page.

Instrument Loans

Many of the larger and more expensive instruments are available for loan from the School. Hire fees are
payable to the school office. Some smaller instruments are also available for loan from the School; however,
it is expected that instruments be purchased after a one-year school loan. Parents are responsible for
damages and loss of instruments while under loan from the School.
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Other Activities

Anam Cara

Anam Cara is the name of our student youth or Christian group. Anam Cara is Celtic for ‘soul friend’, and
forms part of our aim to incorporate Celtic spirituality within the school community. Any students from Years
7 to 12 are welcome to join the group. Regular Bible studies, discussion groups, games, relaxation sessions,
community service and fundraising activities form part of the program.

Throughout the year, the students regularly attend ISCF Functions (Interschool Christian Fellowship) with
students from BBC, Somerville House and Moreton Bay College. Some of these functions involve ice-skating,
a dive-in movie, BBQ at Moreton Bay and even a camp. This group provides many opportunities for new
students to form new friendships and to experience a sense of community.

Interhouse Readers’ Cup Challenge

At the end of first semester, teams representing the different Houses compete in a Readers’ Cup Challenge,
organised by the Year 11s in conjunction with the Senior School Librarian. Teams consist of six nominees
from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. Team members are expected to answer twenty questions based on young adult
literature.

Interschool Readers’ Cup Challenge

In Term Four, Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 teams compete in the Brisbane West Interschool Readers’ Cup
Challenges.

Children’s Book Council Readers’ Cup Challenge

One team represents the school in the Brisbane West heat of the Children’s Book Council Readers’ Cup
Challenge state competition for Years 8 and 9.

The Interact Club

Interact is a Rotary-sponsored service club for secondary school students. All Interact clubs carry out service
projects annually; projects that serve the School or the community and another that furthers international
understanding. Every Interact club is sponsored by a specific Rotary club, which provides guidance on a
continuing basis. Through Interact, young people develop initiative, leadership skills, a sense of self and
community. Club members have the opportunity to be involved in number of activities.

Debating

St Aidan's encourages involvement in debating. Debaters learn to listen actively, to see both sides of an
argument, to detect irrelevance and bias, to work as part of a team, to rebut and to learn from feedback
provided by adjudicators. They also learn to be effective ambassadors for their school.

STAGE Dance

STAGE is a fun and energetic dance/choreography group in which girls at St Aidan's meet twice a week to
construct and rehearse a variety of dances. These dances are showcased at significant St Aidan's events
throughout the year.
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme

This scheme enables St Aidan's students to set and achieve personal goals. Bronze candidates attend their
first camp in the Mt Crosby area each April. This area is ideal for training as the bushland of the water
catchment area provides a safe yet challenging expedition site in pleasant and interesting surroundings.
Many St Aidan's students have achieved success in the Bronze, Silver and Gold levels of the Duke of
Edinburgh Awards.

Participation in Core Physical Education

Kindy - Year 11 have a compulsory class of Core Physical Education. One of the aims of the core Physical
Education course is to encourage students to be healthier and more physically aware.

We are aware that injuries and illnesses may occasionally inhibit participation. All students are expected to
participate fully in all lessons unless parents make a written request to the class teacher, supported by
medical documentation, for exemption or for modification of requirements. The documentation is kept, and
a note of the condition is made on the student’s medical record.

Where the condition is temporary, a letter of request from a parent, clearly stating the nature of the
incapacity, will be sufficient; the student should hand this letter to the teacher at the start of the lesson.
Please do not make such requests for minor ailments; full participation is in the interests of every student.

In the case of swimming, the same principles apply; any request for exemption must be made in writing.
Students not participating in a specific physical activity must be prepared to participate in alternative
activities, either practical or theoretical.

It is not acceptable for students not to participate in core physical education classes for reasons of pending
competition.

Test Blocks

For senior students, test blocks occur at set times each term. During test block, normal code of conduct and
uniform expectations must be met.

During these officially designated test blocks, senior students can study at home. Sometimes an extra home
study day will precede an examination block. Accelerated students must attend their dedicated test sessions.
If the accelerated student is not in a year level that also has home-study sessions, the student is expected
to attend other classes as timetabled.

Block testing days may also be held for Year 9 and in Semester One of Year 10. Students in these year levels
remain at school in supervised study sessions between exams.

Star Tutoring

Star Tutoring is a tutoring service available to secondary students after school using the St Aidan’s facilities.
Old Girls of the school are the tutors. Parents who choose this service for their daughters will have the
tutoring fees allocated to the fee account of the beginning of each term.

For senior students, a study room supervised by STAR tutors is provided twice a week and a small term-
based fee is charged to families who use this service. The senior study room is a less personalised tutoring
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service where students can seek the tutor’s assistance during the study time as needed. Students in the
study room can also work independently.

Home Study

Home study will consist of work set by the teacher to be completed for a class lesson in the next few days,
preparation for assignments and individual study which will include revision of earlier work. Minimum daily
suggested times for home study each night of the week at each year level should be approximately:

Prep and Year 1 10 - 15 minutes
Year 2 and Year 3 20 - 30 minutes
Year 4 30 minutes

Year 5 and Year 6 30 - 45 minutes
Year 7 1 hour

Year 8 1 % hours

Year 9 and Year 10 2 hours

Senior Students 3 hours
Reporting

The results of student assessment, including teacher comments, are recorded in the Learning Analytics
platform, which can be accessed by parents through Aidan’s Central and Parent Lounge. This reporting
occurs throughout the year upon completion of assessment tasks.

Formal reports are distributed twice a year, reporting student results and approaches to learning. The two
approaches to learning criteria relate to the student’s preparedness for learning and engagement with class
work.

In Years 7-10 reports are published on Parent Lounge at the conclusion of Semesters One and Semester
Two. In Years 11 and 12, reports are published on Parent Lounge at the conclusion of Terms One and Three.

Teachers send academic advice emails to parents if a student’s results are unsatisfactory or if there is an
academic concern.

Academic Progress Meetings

Communication between parents and teachers is a vital part of education at St Aidan’s.

Parents should arrange an appointment with teachers if they wish to discuss their daughter’s progress in a
subject.

Academic Progress Meetings are held twice a year. We look forward to welcoming you to the school to discuss
your student’s learning experiences and progress. Interviews are a useful way to gain insight into what the
students will be learning in the coming semester and what you can expect to see your student focussing on
at home. If you are attending the interview with a specific question or concern, consider whether an email to
the teacher prior to the interview will be useful for their preparation. Students are also welcome to attend
interviews with their parents, and students in Years 10 - 12 are particularly encouraged to attend.
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Student Drivers

Student drivers must register their application for permission to drive through the form found on Aidan’s
Central.

Information on this form may be used to identify the vehicles of student drivers.
The following rules apply to students who have been granted permission to drive:

e Parking should be in Kathleen Street and the northern end of Harrowby Street, away from areas
used by staff (Ruthven Street is strictly out of bounds).

e Student cars are out of bounds throughout the day from the time students arrive at school until
departure time (cars are not to be used as a storage place).

e Driving to and from extra-curricular or co-curricular school events during normal school hours is
not permitted unless otherwise specified that they may occur.

e Breaches of traffic rules which come to the attention of the School may well be communicated to
the Police.

e Traffic rules must be adhered to at all times.
If these requirements are not met, or if student driving is considered dangerous for other reasons, the
permission for the student to drive to and from School may be withdrawn.

Senior Library

The Senior Library supports the teaching and learning program of the school through:

Providing a range of resources to satisfy the demands of the school curriculum

Empowering students to become independent and life-long learners

Embracing the reading culture of the school and providing opportunities to experience literature
Employing and utilising information technologies

Creating a welcoming and dynamic environment

The Senior Library can accommodate five classes, several small groups and individual students at the same
time. There is a dedicated fiction area and access to photocopiers and printers.

Students borrow from a large collection of books and periodicals and borrowing limits are flexible. There is
an extensive fiction collection, with an emphasis on Australian young adult fiction and non-fiction and
reference materials are both in print and electronic format. There is a large range of full text online
databases, which can be accessed through the Library Services webpage, which can also be accessed from
home.

The Senior Library is open:

Monday to Thursday 7.30am to 5.00pm
Friday 7.30am to 4.00pm

Increasingly, students need to have highly developed critical literacy skills. Students must have a clear
understanding of how to find the information they need, of ways to select reliable, relevant and accessible
sources of information, and when it is appropriate to work with others. Our school library is essential to this
process. Staff and students at St Aidan’s know this and recognise their library as the hub of the Senior
School.

Page 58 St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School



Security of Belongings

Valuable items which need to be brought to School should be stored securely in the student’s locker or left
at Student Services for safe keeping. This includes laptops supplied to students by the school. Students
should not bring large amounts of cash to School.

Students in Years 7 - 12 are assigned a locker. Lockers must be kept clean and tidy and kept locked at all
times. Each student is also assigned a combination lock. Each girl needs to memorise her combination and
must never tell it to another student. Lockers must be emptied at the end of every Term.

Books, equipment and clothing must be clearly and permanently named.

Students should not bring to valuables or sums of money above what is reasonable for lunch and travel
expenses to school.

Bags must be kept in lockers or on top of lockers.

Flowers

The School’s Reception does not accept delivery of flowers and/or other gifts for students.

Guidance and Careers
School Based Traineeships

These are available to Years 10, 11 or 12 students. Students combine school, work and vocational training
within their program. Students generally attend work one day per week and training is delivered in a variety
of contexts, at school, at work or at an external college depending on the qualification and industry. Due to
the interruption to lessons; traineeships are available only to students who are not studying for an ATAR.

Work Experience

Students 14 years and over can participate in work experience in any holiday period. Please see the School
Counsellor for assistance in this.

Tertiary Entrance

The majority of our students enrol in tertiary study at the end of Year 12. The school offers a comprehensive
careers advisory service to all students, including both university and other pathways.

TAFE and Open Learning

It is possible for students who have a particular interest in vocational subjects not offered at the school to
undertake studies through TAFE, Open Learning, or other external Providers. These pathways may be
pursued by students who are not studying for an ATAR.

Employment

Students are assisted in their pursuit of employment opportunities, in the production of letters of application
and resumes. Employment opportunities are also publicised throughout the student body.
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Information in this handbook is current as at January 2024 and may be subject to change
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